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Suniva Founder and CTO, Dr. Ajeet Rohatgi, Honored by U.S. EPA & American 

Solar Energy Society for Lifetime Achievement 

 

Research & innovations from Rohatgi’s DOE-funded lab take center stage in six local, 

national & international awards 

 

NORCROSS, GA – April 21, 2009 – After over thirty years of innovative research and 

discoveries in photovoltaic (PV) technology, Dr. Ajeet Rohatgi, founder and CTO of 

Suniva, was recently recognized by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

and the American Solar Energy Society (ASES) for a lifetime’s contribution to making 

solar technology a realistic, low-cost energy solution. The U.S. EPA will honor Dr. 

Rohatgi as an Individual Climate Protection Award Winner in a ceremony held today at 

the Kennedy Center in Washington D.C. 

 

In addition, ASES selected Dr. Rohatgi as this year’s Hoyt Clarke Hottel Award Winner, 

for contributions in solar energy technology, and will honor him at the SOLAR 2009 

conference, in Buffalo, NY on May 11-16, 2009.  

 

Dr. Rohatgi is a regents professor at the Georgia Institute of Technology, where he 

founded the school’s PV research program and later established the first University 

Center of Excellence for Photovoltaic Research and Education (UCEP), a program 

funded by the U.S. Department of Energy. In 2007, he founded Suniva, a Norcross, GA-

based company, to commercialize the world’s most advanced low-cost high-efficiency 

solar cells. 

“This is a critical time in the history of solar research and deployment.  Never before in 

my career have I seen today’s confluence of technological advances, political will and 

economic conditions necessary to bring solar into the mainstream.  I’m honored to 

receive such recognitions as America and the world embrace photovoltaics as a practical 

energy solution,” said Rohatgi.  

Throughout his career, Dr. Rohatgi has pushed the frontiers of PV cell performance and 

cost through research into the effects of impurities in silicon solar cells, the design and 

modeling of solar cells and the development of new fabrication techniques that 

simultaneously speed manufacturing and reduce costs. Dr. Rohatgi has authored and co-

authored over 375 technical papers about solar, set 14 solar cell world records and helped 

more than 40 of the world’s largest solar companies develop new technologies.  
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Dr. Rohatgi was also selected by the Aspen Institute’s 2009 Energy and Environment 

Awards as one of five finalists in the Individual Thought Leadership category. These 

recent recognitions add to previous honors received by Dr. Rohatgi, including the IEEE 

Cherry Award, Georgia Tech’s Distinguished Professor Award and the National 

Renewable Energy Laboratory’s Rappaport Award. 

 

Dr. Rohatgi’s company, Suniva, recently won the Atlanta Business Chronicle’s 2009 

Envention Environmental Award and was recognized by the Technology Association of 

Georgia as one of the Top 10 Innovative Georgia Technology Companies as well as by 

AlwaysOn as one of the Top 50 green technology companies in the Eastern U.S. 

“These awards from the business and scientific communities validate the direction Suniva 

has chosen,” said Suniva CEO John Baumstark. “The combination of renowned PV 

scientists and an executive team turning their vision into a reality is quickly making solar 

a competitive energy technology and an important part of American industry.” 

In March, Suniva was one of five clean technology companies invited to the White House 

for an event where President Obama pledged his ongoing support of increased research 

and development funding to build America’s new energy economy. Suniva was also one 

of 14 US companies invited on the Obama administration’s first trade mission to India, 

which focused on solar energy technology. 

For more on Suniva and Dr. Rohatgi’s vision, please visit: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vqu9T8tyuK4 

About Suniva 

Based in Norcross, GA, Suniva manufactures high efficiency crystalline silicon solar 

cells with low cost techniques in order to make solar-generated electricity cost-

competitive with fossil fuels. The company leverages exclusive licenses to critical patents 

and patent-pending intellectual property developed by founder and CTO Dr. Ajeet 

Rohatgi at the Georgia Institute of Technology’s University Center of Excellence for 

Photovoltaic Research, which is funded by the Department of Energy. Led by an 

internationally regarded team of business executives and photovoltaic scientists, Suniva 

sells its advanced solar cells worldwide, renewing U.S. leadership in the new energy 

economy. For additional information, please visit http://www.suniva.com 

 

About the Awards 

 

U.S. EPA Climate Protection Award  

In 1998, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) established the Climate 

Protection Awards to recognize exceptional leadership, outstanding innovation, personal 

dedication, and technical achievements in climate protection. 

 

ASES Hoyt Clark Hottel Award 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vqu9T8tyuK4
http://www.suniva.com/


The Hoyt Clarke Hottel Award is determined each year by the ASES Awards Committee. 

The primary requirement is that the recipient has made a significant contribution to the 

technology in any area of the solar energy field. 

 

Aspen Institute Energy & Environment Award for Individual Thought Leadership 

The Aspen Institute Energy and Environment Awards recognize and reward excellence 

for those making a real and concrete contribution to innovation, implementation, and 

communication of energy and environmental solutions. 

 

Atlanta Business Chronicle’s Envention Award: 

This award is given to a new product developed by an Atlanta company or individual that 

exhibits outstanding environmental or “green” benefits. 

 

Technology Association of Georgia’s Top 10 

The TAG Top 10 are selected based on a number of criteria, including: degree of 

innovation; scope and financial impact of innovation; likelihood of success; and 

promotion of Georgia’s innovative efforts nationally and internationally. 

 

AlwaysOn Going Green East Top 50 

Lists the top 50 emerging companies in the Eastern U.S. and Canada that are creating 

new business opportunities in green technology. 

 


